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420     THE MEMOIRS OF THE BAJRON DE MARBOT
Although the troops composing the right and centre did not form any part of Lannes' corps, the Emperor wished in this difficulty to make use of the marshal's talents, and had entrusted the command-in-chief of them to him. He was heard to say to Marshal Bessi&res, much, as it appeared, to UessitVroR' annoyance, c You are under the orders of Marshal LannoH.' I shall relate directly the serious quarrel to which thin declaration gave rise, and how, greatly against my will, I got mixed up in it.
About "2 P.M. the Austrian army advanced upon us, and wo woro vory hotly engaged. The cannonade was terrible; tho ouomy's force was so much superior to ours that they might oaHily have hurled us into the Danube by piercing the cavalry lino which formed our only centre, and if the Kmporor had been in the Archduke's place he would certainly have taken that course. But the Austrian com-ntantlor-in-chief was too methodical to act in this determined way, therefore instead of boldly massing a strong force in tho direction of our teto de pont, he occupied the whole of tho fin-it clay in attacking Aspern and Essling, which he curriod and Icmt, live or six times after murderous combats. AH sotm us ono of tlieso villages was occupied by the enemy, tho Kwporor «ont up reserves to retake it, and if we were ngain drivon from it, he took it again, though both places wi»ro tin liro. During this alternation of successes and re-vor**t»8t tho AiiHtrian cavalry several times threatened our contro, but cnirs repulsed it and returned to its place Itttwitw the two villages, though terribly cut up by the «womy'H artillery. Thus the action continued till ten in tlu* mining, tho French remaining masters of Essling and AH|H*W, whilo the Auatrians, withdrawing their left and <wsttn», did nothing but make some fruitless attacks on AHfwru. They brought up, however, strong reinforcements for tin* morrow's action.
During thw  first  day of  the battle,  though Marshal
illinium' Htuff, being alwayB engaged in carrying orders to the
jwintH, hful incurred great danger, we had yet
110 lens to deplore, and w© were beginning to congratulate
Id^are akd^andttMefosehStoiie hous;e built of stone;. • We found these 'points^ very useful.
